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Blood Orbits is a series of poems and prose poems exploring various 
conceptualizations of history both as a generative principle of mean-
ing and as particular contexts and events through which we shape 
our subjectivities. In language that is richly musical and startlingly 
surreal, these poems interrogate and confront narratives that encode 
oppression, violence, and dishonesty, both the “grand narratives” 
which structure our place in history as well as the stories that we as 
individuals tell ourselves to make sense of our lives in their dailiness. 
The events confronted in these poems are refracted through various 
consciousnesses using speaking voices that emerge from a whole spec-
trum of narrators, some reliable, some not, some linear in the way their language operates, some not. These events 
include the years of the Terror after the French Revolution, the opening up of the American West, the early explora-
tion of the Arctic, and various colonial adventures. 

Ger Killeen teaches in the Department of English and Writing at Marylhurst University near Portland, Oregon. His 
special interests are postmodern poetry, Celtic literature, the poetry of mysticism, and critical theory. He is the au-
thor of several books, including A Stone That Will Leap Over the Waves (Trask House, 1999), A Wren (Bluestem Press, 
winner of the Bluestem Award for Poetry), and Signs Following (Parlor Press, 2005). His work also appears in several 
anthologies, including From Here We Speak (Oregon State University Press), American Poetry: The Next Generation 
(Carnegie-Mellon University Press), and The Gertrude Stein Awards 2006 (Green Integer).
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